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Tuesday, January 20:  

Coping with Crisis in the Wake of the Cultural Revolution:  Toward a Historical  
Critique of China’s Postsocialist Condition 
 

Yiching Wu 
Postdoctoral Fellow, Michigan Society of Fellows and U-M Assistant Professor in Anthropology and History 
 

China’s post-Mao reforms provide a great opportunity to explore a number of important historical, 
political, and theoretical issues with respect to postsocialist transitions. Focusing on the late 1970s, this 
talk situates the inaugural moment of China’s liberalizing turn in the context of the organic crisis of the 
party-state and its ideological apparatus in the wake of the Cultural Revolution. The early post-Mao 
years of the late 1970s is extremely important, as it was the time when ideological possibilities 
contrasting sharply from what was to become the new hegemonic formation of the 1980s and 1990s 
flourished briefly in what was a spontaneous movement of popular activism and criticism, cultural 
renaissance, and social mobilization. Professor Wu examines the state’s maneuver as tactics of crisis 
management aiming to contain and neutralize the emergent opposition from below.  
 
Yiching Wu is a postdoctoral fellow in the Michigan Society of Fellows, and Assistant Professor in 
Anthropology and History at the University of Michigan. An anthropologist trained at the University of 
Chicago, where he specialized in contemporary Chinese politics and culture, he is interested in popular 
social movements, class formation and consciousness, socialism and postsocialist transitions, and 
politics of hegemony and resistance. He is currently working on a book manuscript on the popular 
transgressions and radicalization within the Chinese Cultural Revolution of the late 1960s. 
 
 
Tuesday, January 27 

Gendered Utopias in Chinese Porcelains and English Women's Writings  
of the 17th Century 
 

David Porter 
U-M Professor of English 
 



This talk will explore a curious and unexpected convergence in the iconography of Chinese transitional ware 
porcelain and new genres of English women's writing in the 17th century, and will offer reflections on the 
methodological problems raised by such instances of historical simultaneity. 
 
David Porter is Associate Professor of English and Comparative Literature and a Faculty Associate of the Center 
for Chinese Studies at the University of Michigan.  He is the author of Ideographia:  The Chinese Cipher in Early 
Modern Europe and a number of articles on the Chinese taste in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century England. 
 
 
Tuesday, February 3: 

The Problem with Anthologies:  The Case of the Poems of Ying Qu (190-252) 
 
David R. Knechtges 
Professor of Literature, University of Washington 
 
The shi poems in the Wen xuan are classified into twenty-three categories. There is one troublesome category 

designated “Bai yi” 百一, which literally means “one hundred one” or “one of a hundred.” The “Bai yi” category 

in the Wen xuan contains only one poem by a single poet, Ying Qu 應璩 (190–252). Li Shan 李善 (d. 689) in his 
commentary to the Wen xuan records four explanations of title “Bai yi” all of which state that Ying Qu’s poems 
contained veiled criticisms of contemporary affairs. In this paper, I examine the extant fragments of Ying Qu’s 

poems. I also consider the question of why some sources designate his poems not as “Bai yi,” but xin shi 新詩 or 
“new poems.” I adduce evidence to show that Ying Qu was considered throughout the Wei, Jin, Nanbeichao 
period the premier author of poems critical of contemporary affairs, and his poems were called “new” because 
he was the first poet to use the pentasyllabic form to write a series of critical poems. I also reconsider Ying Qu’s 
“Bai yi” poem included in the Wen xuan and argue that it may actually contain an implicit criticism of the court. 
 
David R. Knechtges is Professor of Chinese Literature at the University of Washington. He also has taught at Yale, 
Wisconsin, and Harvard. He  is the author of  over 100 articles and nine books including Two Studies of the Han 
Fu (1968), The Han Rhapsody: A Study of the Fu of Yang Hsiung (53 B.C. –A.D.18) (1976), The Han shu Biography 
of Yang Xiong (1982), Wen-xuan or Selections of Refined Literature. Volume One. Rhapsodies on Metropolises 
and Capitals (1982), Wen xuan or Selections of Refined Literature. Volume Two. Rhapsodies on Sacrifices, Hunts, 
Travel, Palaces and Halls, Rivers and Seas (1987), Wen xuan, Volume Three, Rhapsodies on Natural Phenomena, 
Birds and Animals, Aspirations and Feelings, Sorrowful Laments, Literature, Music and Passions (1996), Editor 
and co-translator, Gong Kechang. Studies of the Han Fu (1997), Court Culture and Literature in Early China 
(2002), Co-editor, with Paul Kroll. Studies in Early Medieval Chinese Literature and Cultural History (2003), Co-
editor, with Eugene Vance, Rhetoric and the Discourses of Power in Court Culture, East and West, 2005. He is a 
recipient of a Guggenheim fellowship and is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
 
 
Tuesday, February 10: 

Transnational Architectural Production in Urban China  
 

Xuefei Ren 
Assistant Professor of Sociology, Michigan State University 
 
Professor Xuefei Ren will talk about her forthcoming book "Transnational Architectural Production in Urban 
China."  Based on more than 100 interviews with developers, architects, residents, governmental officials in 



Beijing and Shanghai between 2004 and 2007, the book explores why China’s urban elites have repeatedly 
turned to international architects to design their mega projects, and how Beijing and Shanghai have become 
strategic nodes in the global network of architectural production.  
 
Xuefei Ren is assistant professor in the Department of Sociology and Global Urban Studies Program at Michigan 
State University. She received her Ph.D. in Sociology at the University of Chicago in 2007. Her research interests 
include global political economy, politics of urban development, and sociology of space and built environment. 
She is currently working on a few projects, including (1) heterogeneous Chinese urbanism, (2) urban governance 
in China and India, (3) the global art market. She has published her work in a number of academic journals, such 
as City and Community, Journal of Urban Affairs, and Built Environment, and CITY.  
 
 
Tuesday, February 17: 

Higher Education and Diversity: The Changing Origins of University Students  
in China, 1903-2002 
 

James Lee 
U-M Professor of History and Sociology  
 
Professor Lee will talk about an ongoing comparative project on the relationship between postsecondary 
education and stratification in China during the second half of the twentieth century.  He will compare the 
trends and patterns in social origins of entering undergraduates at Peking University, an elite national university, 
with Suzhou University, a major provincial university, to show that while the social origins and educational 
background of the students at these two universities differ significantly, they come from an astonishing variety 
of diverse settings which persists into the twenty-first century.  James Lee is Frederick Huetwell Professor of 
Chinese History at the University of Michigan.   
 
 
Tuesday, March 3: 

Chinese Business Dynasty:  Family Survival Strategies in War and Revolution 
 
Sherman Cochran 
Hu Shih Professor of History, Cornell University  
 
How did a Chinese family survive the Sino-Japanese War of 1937-45 and the Communist Revolution of 1949?  
The strategies of one of China’s most economically dominant and politically influential families, the Lius of 
Shanghai, are revealed in more than 2,000 letters exchanged by its members:  father, mother, nine sons, and 
three daughters.  Their intimate correspondence provides a window on their decision making within their own 
family and in relation to the wider world of business, national politics, and international affairs. 
 
Sherman Cochran is Hu Shih Professor of Chinese History at Cornell University where he teaches modern 
Chinese and Asian history.  His publications include Cities in Motion:  Interior, Coast and Diaspora in 
Transnational China, co-edited with David Strand (Berkeley, 2007) and Encountering Chinese Networks:  Western 
Japanese , and Chinese Corporations in China, 1880-1937 (Berkeley, 2002).  His 2006 publication Chinese 
Medicine Men:  Consumer Culture in China and Southeast Asia (Harvard University Press, 2006) won the 2008 
Joseph Levenson Prize of the Association of Asian Studies for the “greatest contribution to increasing 
understanding of the history, culture, society, politics or economy of China” since 1900. 



 
Tuesday, March 10: 

The Shanghai People's Courts -- Competence, Autonomy and Independence 
 

Nicholas Howson 
Assistant Professor of Law, Michigan Law School 
 
In late 2005, China's Company Law was almost completely re-written, most importantly to provide for a host of 
new claims which could be brought by private litigants before the Chinese People's Courts.  This new 
"justiability" of China's corporate law presents a very significant challenge to China's developing legal 
institutions, and their demonstrated technical competence, institutional autonomy and political independence.  
In the Fall of 2008, Professor Howson analyzed hundreds of corporate law opinions rendered by the Shanghai 
People's Court system between 1994 and 2008 and interviewed Shanghai judges, judicial officials and academics 
on the same topic.  In this Noon Lecture, he will report his preliminary findings, and explore a contemporary 
expression of what one historian has called the "paradox of modernity" arising from a prior effort at judicial 
reform in early 20th century China.   
 
Nicholas C. Howson earned his J.D. from the Columbia Law School in 1988 after graduating from Williams 
College in 1983 and spending 1983-5 as a graduate fellow at Shanghai's Fudan University.  After law school, he 
was awarded a fellowship to complete research in Qing Dynasty penal law when he was resident at Beijing 
University for the Fall of 1988.  In 1988, Howson joined the New York-based international law firm of Paul, 
Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP, where he was elected a partner of the firm, practicing in New York, 
London, Paris and Beijing.  Between 1983 and 2003 he lived for more than a decade in Beijing and Shanghai.  
Howson writes and lectures widely on Chinese law topics, focusing on Chinese corporate and securities law 
developments, and has acted as a consultant to the Ford Foundation, the UNDP and the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences, and various Chinese government ministries and administrative departments.  He serves often as 
an expert witness on Chinese law matters in U.S. and international litigations.  He is a past chair of the Asian 
Affairs Committee of the New York Bar Association, on the Board of Advisors for the Columbia Law School, and is 
a member of the Council on Foreign Relations in New York City.  He joined the faculty of the University of 
Michigan Law School in 2005 after teaching at the Columbia, Harvard and Cornell Law Schools. 
 
 
Tuesday, March 17: 
 

Gender, Disease, and Visual Culture:  Representations of the Female Breast in Late 
Imperial Chinese Medicine 
 

Yi-Li Wu 
Associate Professor of History and Chair of International Studies 
Albion College  
 
This talk examines how medical images of female breast disease in 18th and 19th century China were shaped by 
religious and political iconography, Confucian gender norms, and competing medical definitions of the human 
body. 
 
Yi-Li Wu is Associate Professor of History and Chair of International Studies at Albion College in Albion, Michigan.  
She holds a B.A. in political science from the University of California, Berkeley, and an M.A. in International 



Relations and a Ph.D. in History from Yale University.   She is the author of Reproducing Women: Medicine, 
Metaphor, and Childbirth in Late Imperial China (UC Press, forthcoming).   She is currently working on a 
comparative study of British missionary medicine and Chinese medicine in the mid-19th century. 
 
 

Tuesday, March 24: 

The 3rd Generation Wireless Technology Standard in China:  
A Game Theoretical Perspective 
 
Minyuan Zhao 
Assistant Professor of Strategy, U-M Ross School of Business 
 
As China considers the next technology standard for its large wireless communications market, the process 
evolves into a 10-year battle among multinational giants, indigenous firms, and the industry authority. This talk 
provides a game theoretical perspective on the strategies taken by various parties, and explains why the 
outcome is not inevitable.  
  
Minyuan Zhao is Assistant Professor of Strategy at the Ross School of Business, University of Michigan. She 
earned her Ph.D. from Stern School of Business, New York University and her master's degree from Fudan 
University, China.  Professor Zhao’s research focuses on firms' innovation strategies, and the interaction 
between internal organization and external environments in a global context.  
 
 
Tuesday, March 31: 

The Taxing Transformation of the Contemporary Chinese State in Historical and 
Comparative Perspectives 
 
R. Bin Wong 
Director, Asia Institute of the University of California, Los Angeles 
 
This presentation considers the political responses to the challenges of fiscal management as an indicator of 
state transformation.  Public finances figure prominently in accounts of modern European state formation and 
contemporary concerns for democracy in developing countries.  What features of the Chinese state’s major 
fiscal restructuring since the mid-1990s reflect the fiscal problems and political possibilities of other cases?  How 
can these changes be seen in historical perspective?  What might China’s current efforts suggest about future 
changes within China and are there lessons for other parts of the world? 
 
Wong’s research has examined Chinese patterns of political, economic and social change, especially since 
eighteenth century, both within Asian regional contexts and compared with more familiar European patterns.  
Among his books, China Transformed: Historical Change and the Limits of European Experience (Cornell 
University Press, 1997) also appears in Chinese and a Japanese edition is due out in 2009.  Wong has also written 
or co-authored some fifty articles published in North America, East Asia and Europe, published in Chinese, 
English, French and Japanese in journals that reach diverse audiences within and beyond academia.  His 
scholarly articles include  "Entre monde et nation :Les regions Braudelienne en Asie” in Annales HSS, (56.1 (jan-
fev 2001): 5-42); “The Search for European Differences and Domination in the Early Modern World: A View from 
Asia,” American Historical Review, (107.2 (April 2002): 447-69).  More popular essays appear in the Nihon keizai 



shimbun (Japan Economic Times) the Economic and Political Weekly (Bombay, India).    A ten-page interview 
with Wong appears in the August 2004 issue of Shehui kexue (Social Sciences).   
 
 
Tuesday, April 7: 

Soldiers, Money, and History in Song China (960-1279) 
 
Charles Hartman 
Department of East Asian Studies, The University at Albany 
 
In the conventional understanding of Chinese history, the Song dynasty (960-1279) appears as a period during 
which civil officials, fortified by a renewal of Confucian values and recruited through an expanded civil service 
system, inaugurated a period of civilian rule that lead to a domination of literati over military officials in the 
administration of the dynasty. This view derives ultimately from the official Song History (Songshi) of 1345. My 
research challenges this assumption by examining the history of the dynasty's financial administration. 
Preliminary results suggest that Song civil officials fought a losing battle for control of dynastic resources, yet, 
through their control of the state historiographic function, were able to create an enduring historical image to 
the contrary.  
 
Professor Charles Hartman obtained his PhD from the Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures at 
Indiana University in 1975. A member of the Department of East Asian Studies at the University at Albany since 
1980, his present research focuses on the history and historiography of the Song dynasty (960-1279). 
 
 
 
For more information, please contact the Center for Chinese Studies, Suite 4668 SSWB, University of Michigan, 1080 South 
University, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1106; tel:  734-764-6308; fax:  734-764-5540; e-mail:  chinese.studies@umich.edu; China Center 
website:  http://www.ii.umich.edu/ccs; The Winter Term 2009 lecture series is sponsored by the Center for Chinese Studies and by 
Title VI funds of the U.S. Department of Education. 
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